
The Pastor as a Shepherd

One of the greatest insights into the life and work of a shepherd is found within the
23rd Psalm. Here we can learn the way of the Heavenly Shepherd through David’s
comparison with the earthly shepherd (of which he was one).

The pastor provides spiritual food for those under his care. This involves the meat,
bread, and the milk of the word of God. As the shepherd of the Bible days did not
allow his sheep to roam and feed wherever they pleased, so to the pastor cannot
permit anything other than the purity of God’s word to be taught in the church.
Modern day feeding methods have caused diseases in sheep, in a sense this illustrates
the sad fact that some ministers offer their flock a diet of secular and philosophical
teaching instead of the pure word of God. As “green pastures” make healthy sheep
so the uncorrupted word of God is health to God’s people.

The shepherd would care for the sheep and would not allow anything to hurt them.
With his rod and staff he would ward off any predators, and also rescue the sheep
from dangerous places. He cannot fear those who seek to come to destroy and scatter
the flock. He should not run and hide when trouble arises, but stand his ground for
the sake of the people God has committed to his care (John 10:13). The shepherd
went before his sheep leading them to the best feeding grounds.. Sheep know the
voice of a good shepherd (John 10:27) and are content to follow his example and
teaching.. In caring for the sheep the shepherd would go out of his way to find that
one that has gone astray, “How think ye? if a man have an hundred sheep, and one of
them be gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety and nine, and goeth into the
mountains, and seeketh that which is gone astray? And if so be that he find it, verily
I say unto you, he rejoiceth more of that sheep, than of the ninety and nine which
went not astray” (Matthew 18:12-13). The true pastor will only lead his people on
the “path of righteousness”. This is true of all natural shepherds who care for the
sheep.

In reality God is calling for His shepherds to lay down their lives for those who are
under their care (John 15:13). It is impossible for a true pastor to be a private man,
for he has the burden for his people. He desires to nurture and bring them unto
maturity in Christ. Like the man in Nathan’s parable the pastor should love them
(even if few in number) like his own family (2 Samuel 12:1-4). The ability to speak
is not sufficient proof of being a good pastor, without a sharing, caring, loving
attitude he is wasting his time. The true pastor will follow the perfect example of the
Chief Shepherd, the Lord Jesus Christ.

When God places us under an anointed pastor who is teaching the truth from Gods
Word then we each one must obey our pastors and we must support them and hold



up their hands . We must pray for them as they do not have an easy job in this world
today . Remember they have a whole congregation to look after and then some and
even if there are times they must correct us if we err in some way then we must listen
to them and obey them because they do this out of love for Jesus and for our souls.

Jesus is the great shepherd and we are his sheep . The pastor is appointed by God and
God gives him sheep to shepherd . I am so thankful that I personally have been
shown what it means to be a sheep and for many years I was a disobedient sheep but
God placed in my path pastors who taught me to be a much better sheep and when I
leaned to do that I became fulfilled in my soul ,. God can only use us when we are
willing to be submissive to our pastors , to pastors who are living the way God wants
them to and who are not afraid to stand strong on the word of God and not waver .
Pastors who teach the whole counsel of God and the correct plan of salvation found
in Acts 2:38 which is backed up by many verses in the whole word of God.

If you are by chance attending a church that is not teaching the whole counsel of
GOD then please consider whether you should be there or not and if you decide you
should not then have the courage to step out and find a good bible believing church
and be counted for Jesus I had to do that but to this day I love all my sisters and
brothers in the Lord no matter what they believe for love is what will win them to
Jesus . Love is a mark of a good sheep and shepherd. If we want God to use us to
minister then we must be willing to be followers first and then leaders. I have been
on a tremendous journey to get to where I am today and I am still learning but oh my
it is so blessed to be in the will of God

God bless
sister Phyllis


